                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS          1 March, 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                        1st SUNDAY OF LENT – B
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.
Welcome to the children preparing for the Sacraments and their parents.  We have a special celebration for them today at 10 a.m. Mass.  Theme: ‘Lent – following Jesus into the desert’.

RESPONSE TO THE PSALM: ‘Lord, let me know your ways.’
WEEKDAY MASS:
- 10 a.m. Daily

Stations of the Cross

7 p.m. Friday

The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m.  

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass

Children who have not received 1st Communion (whether they are preparing for it this year or not) are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  The Eucharistic Minister will mark the sign of the cross on your forehead.  Please cross your arms in front of your chest so that we know you are asking for a blessing.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:  It is St Mary’s turn to host this year’s World Day of Prayer Service which will be at 2.15 p.m. this Friday 6th March.  The theme is In Christ there are many members, yet one body, and the service has been written by women of Papua New Guinea.

                       *****************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Vincent Parker (Homemount)
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME:  including Sally Goodwin

                               *****************
TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

S.C.I.A.F LENTEN PACKS are available in the porch.  Gift Aid details are included.  If you haven’t taken one, please do so today.
ST MARY’S PRO-LIFE GROUP:  St Patrick’s Night Concert – by St Matthew’s Academy Music Dept. and Social Evening, 20th March in church hall 7.30 p.m.  Tickets £5 includes light supper - on sale from today.

ST PATRICK’S DAY and MOTHER’S DAY cards are available in the Repository.

YEAR OF ST PAUL:  The Pope has designated this year as the Year of St Paul.  We hear extracts from St Paul’s letters most Sundays of the year but they are seldom commented on.  To mark this Year of St Paul, we have a special speaker, Fr Tom Kilbride, Our Lady of Good Council, Dennistoun, who will give three talks on St Paul, covering three aspects of his life and ministry.  He has been strongly recommended to me as a very good speaker and it is great to have him.  The talks will take place in the hall on Wednesdays, 11th, 18th & 25th March, 7.30 – 9 p.m.  It would be good to have names for this, so if you wish to go, please put your name on the list in the Church porch.  There has been a very good response already and I hope more will join this weekend.
PASTORAL COUNCIL:  There will be a meeting of the Pastoral Council this Wednesday 4th March at 7 p.m.
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.

LENT LUNCHES: will be held each Wednesday during Lent in Clark Memorial Church Hall from 12 noon – 
1.30 p.m.  Volunteers are required to help - Two helpers are needed each week from 11.30 a.m.  If you can assist would you please put your name on list at back of church or call Isobel 673682 or Anna Jo 675031.  Thank you.

WEEKLY COLLECTION LAST SUNDAY: £783.38 thanks.
Fr Mario and the Comboni Fathers would like to thank all the people of St Mary’s for their very generous response to their recent appeal.  The collection came to £1439.95 plus an anonymous donation of £1000.

S.V.D.P.:  During Lent SVDP will be collecting Toiletries for the men and women who visit the Ozanam Centre, Glasgow.  Please see box on porch.
SOCIAL GROUP - Mamma Mia Evening - Despite a few technical hitches, this proved to be a hit with everyone in attendance.  Many thanks to everyone who supported this event and particular thanks to those who helped out on the night. Although this was essentially a social evening we managed to raise almost £200. 

Next meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th March at 7.30pm.  New members will be made most welcome.
NORTH AYRSHIRE SCHOOLS FLAGSHIP CONCERT:  takes place in the Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow, on Sunday 22nd March at 4 p.m.  Over 500 pupils taking part.  Tickets £8.  Concession £6.  Tel: 0141-353-8000.

GIVE BLOOD:  Thursday, 12th March 2.30 – 3.45 and 5.15 – 7.30 p.m. in Dunn Memorial Hall.

I am trying to continue visiting the Parish.  I will continue to visit people I have not managed to visit before and then move on to Fairlie. Ii will be visiting on Tuesday and Thursday evening this week.
