                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  3 May, 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                      4th SUNDAY OF EASTER – B
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.

Response to Psalm:  ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone’.
WEEKDAY MASS:  10 a.m. Daily (except Monday)
Communion Service:  10 a.m. Monday
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m.  

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass

TODAY IS VOCATIONS SUNDAY.  We pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life, especially in our own Diocese.  The closing of Scotus College in Glasgow, our National Seminary, should remind us of the words of Christ ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few’.  See notice in church porch.  Have a look at the website: www.priestsforscotland.org.uk.  Copies of a pastoral letter from Bishop Cunningham on Vocations are available in church porch.

CONFIRMATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION WILL TAKE PLACE NEXT SUNDAY AT 12 O’CLOCK MASS.  There will be breakfast in the hall afterwards for the immediate families.  We look forward to a joyful and very special day in the life of our parish.

Children who have not received 1st Communion (whether they are preparing for it this year or not) are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  The Eucharistic Minister will mark the sign of the cross on your forehead.  Please cross your arms in front of your chest so that we know you are asking for a blessing.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
LARGS CHURCHES TOGETHER:  Service here in 
St Mary’s next Sunday (10th) at 6.30 p.m.  Theme:  ‘Christian Aid’.  All welcome.  Tea in hall afterwards.
                        ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue. 
 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Stephen Casey
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME:  including David McGill, Archie & Margaret MacMaster, Margaret Ward, James Bisland
                        ******************
TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

THE CHURCH STALL – has a great selection of First Communion Gifts - bibles, rosaries, prayer books, cards, etc. on sale.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  There will be a meeting on Wednesday, 6th May, at 7 p.m.

PARISH GOLF OUTING (Mixed):  Sunday 31st May at Kelburn Golf Club 2.30 p.m. onwards.  Followed by High Tea in Club House.  Cost £15 member / £20 non member (which includes £5 signing on).  If you would like to take part, put name on list on church notice board or contact 
Jer Scollin 670135.  This is an opportunity for parishioners to get together on a social basis and relax.
JUSTICE & PEACE:  There will be a meeting of the Justice & Peace Group this Thursday, 7th May, at 7 p.m.
ST MARY’S YOUTH:  

LOURDES:  Any young people aged 16 (by 5th July) – 23 years who wish to go to Lourdes this year – 5th – 15th July. These places will be given on a 1st come 1st served basis.  
CAMPING TRIP TO WHITHORN:  There are still places for the Youth Camping Trip to Whithorn and 
St Ninian’s cave from 30th –31st May, come & join the fun.  
Please contact Sharon on 689212 for any further details
WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday £885.64 Thanks.
If you would like to pay your collection by STANDING ORDER please speak to me after Mass.  Also, if you would like to join the GIFT-AID scheme.
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.
CHRISTIAN AID- COFFEE MORNING – Saturday 16th May in Dunn Memorial Hall.  St Mary’s man the Baking Stall.  Donations of home baking appreciated.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK: 10th – 17th May.  Envelopes will be distributed this weekend, 2/3 May and collected W/E 16/17 May.  If you can assist with anything please call Isobel 673682.
ST MARY'S SOCIAL GROUP:  Our next Social Evening will be Quiz'n Chips on Saturday 16th May in Church Hall at 7.30 pm. Ticket price £6.00 to include fish supper. Tickets will be on sale after Mass next Sunday or available from any Social Group member.  Come along and pit your wits against last year's winners!
Next meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th May at 7.30pm in Church Hall.  New members will be made most welcome.
USED POSTAGE STAMPS:  Please keep your used postage stamps – see box in porch.  Collected to raise money for St Patrick’s Missionary Society.  

ROSARY BEADS:  there is a box in the porch for old or broken rosary beads.  (For Russia)

