                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  9, August 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                          19th SUNDAY OF YEAR – B
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
Response to Psalm: “Taste and see, taste and see that the Lord God is good”.
WEEKDAY MASS: - 10 a.m. daily
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

Next Saturday is the Solemnity of the Assumption.  It is NOT a holyday of obligation.

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m.

YEAR FOR PRIESTS:  Pope Benedict XVI has called for a Year for Priests to be observed throughout the world.  It is hoped that you will devote some time before the Blessed Sacrament during Holy Hour which takes place each Tuesday from 10.30 – 11.30 a.m. to pray for the Priesthood.  Also each Saturday morning Rosary will be offered for the Priesthood (9.30 a.m.).
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass
                      ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: 
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME including Jim O’Donnell, Thomas & Geanie Brady, Tom Percy, Michael Mallon

                      ******************
TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

CANTORS:  We would welcome new Cantors to help in the music ministry.  If you are interested, please let me know.  Training will be provided.

READERS AT MASS: I would like to ask readers to come to the Church before the Sunday they are due to read and rehearse.  This applies to all readers and I will be in touch with you on the days prior to the Sunday you are due to read. There are aspects of proclaiming the Word of God that I want to review.

WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday £794.87 Thanks.
If you would like to pay your collection by STANDING ORDER or if you would like to join the GIFT-AID scheme, please speak to me after Mass.

EMMAUS PRAYER GROUP meets every Tuesday at 
7.30 p.m. in the Sacristy.  An open invitation is extended to anyone who wishes to come along.  ‘All who are thirsty come’ Is.55:1

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO WHITHORN:  Takes place on Sunday, 30th August.  Mass at 4 p.m.  Mass will also be celebrated in the Church in Whithorn at 4.45 p.m. for those who cannot make the journey to the Cave.  Please make your own arrangements regarding transport.  Poster in porch.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:  Next May may seem a long way away when we celebrate Confirmation and First Communion.  However, it is time to begin the preparation.  The whole process is a JOURNEY that begins NOW, not next May.  We use the same programme as last year ‘Do this in Memory’.  It compliments the work done in the school and takes place during our Sunday Mass.  It places a firm responsibility on parents to bring their children to Mass every Sunday.  Our first meeting will take place in the hall on Tuesday 18th August at 7 p.m.  This meeting is for the parents of Primary 4.  Please make every effort to be present.
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? The RCIA Group would welcome anyone who would like to inquire further about the Catholic Church. Perhaps you may have been thinking about this for some time. You will be very welcome. Please contact myself Fr. Eamonn, or Sister Margaret on 670760. Meetings will begin in the autumn.

ANNUAL GALLOWAY MUSIC FESTIVAL MASS: celebrating the gift of music and bringing musicians together to share and celebrate their ministry, is being held in the grounds of Smithstone House, Kilwinning, at 2.30 p.m. on Sunday 16 August.  All musicians and singers are invited to take part and everyone will be welcome to attend.  For those wanting to join in leading the music, there will be a rehearsal from 1 p.m.  Bring your family and friends and a picnic for after!
LARGS CHURCHES TOGETHER:  SUNDAY 9th AUGUST – HYMNATHON – Combined church choirs plan to sing 30 hymns at Service in St Columba’s Parish Church at 6.30 p.m.  Sponsorship forms in church porch.  Proceeds to Anthony Nolan Trust.  For further info contact Kathleen Rourke Tel:676379.
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.
RE-ROOFING THE PRESBYTERY:  The presbytery roof has been letting in water for a considerable amount of time.  Last year it was inspected by a specialist company appointed by the Diocese.  They reported that the existing felt-roof had reached the end of its lifespan.  The parish finance committee have been working in conjunction with the Diocese on the best way forward and have concluded that a new slate roof is the best solution.  This work should go ahead, pending planning permission and building warrant, in late October or early November.

NEW PARISH HALL:  The parish finance committee have been working hard with the Diocese on the prospect of building a new parish hall.  Much progress has been made and we hope to inform you fully within the next couple of months.
CROSSHOUSE HOSPITAL:  You can contact Deacon Rev. Gordon Tustin on 07515 698 180 to notify him if you or a family member is going into Crosshouse.  THE HOSPITAL IS UNABLE TO DO IT.
USED POSTAGE STAMPS:  Please keep your used postage stamps – see box in porch.  Collected to raise money for St Patrick’s Missionary Society.  

