                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  13, Dec. 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                               3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR C
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.


Response to Psalm: “Sing and shout for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel”.
WEEKDAY MASS 
  10 a.m. Daily 
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
YEAR FOR PRIESTS:  Pope Benedict XVI has called for a Year for Priests to be observed throughout the world.  It is hoped that you will devote some time before the Blessed Sacrament during Holy Hour which takes place each Tuesday from 10.30 – 11.30 a.m. to pray for the Priesthood.  Also each Saturday morning Rosary will be offered for the Priesthood (9.30 a.m.).
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after the Vigil Mass.

‘DO THIS IN MEMORY’:   Celebration today at 10 a.m. Mass for the boys and girls preparing for the sacraments and their parents.
The children preparing for the Sacraments are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
MASSES FOR CHRISTMAS - Please note: 
 
Vigil Mass 9 p.m. (Carol Service starts 8.30 p.m.)
Christmas Day - 10 a.m. and 11.30 a.m.
PENITENTIAL SERVICE HERE IN ST MARY’S ON FRIDAY, 18th DECEMBER AT 7 P.M.  THREE PRIESTS WILL BE PRESENT.  Please see noticeboard for all Penitential Services in the Deanery.
LARGS CHURCHES TOGETHER Service this Sunday (13th) in St John’s Church at 6.30 p.m.  All welcome.

                           ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Archie Boyd, Margaret Welsh
 
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Sister Annunciata, Lilly Phillips.


                           *******************
PARISH WEBSITE COMPETITION Draw will take place today after 10 a.m. Mass in the hall.

LISTS FOR READERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS at Christmas are in Church porch.
ST MARY’S NATIVITY:  Dress rehearsal takes place today (Sunday) after 10 a.m. Mass.  (11 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.).  The Nativity play takes place next Sunday 20th Dec. during 10 a.m. Mass.
Christmas cards, calendars, cribs, gifts, etc. on sale in Religious Stall.

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL – CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION:  takes place here in the Church this Wednesday, 16th December at 7 p.m.  All welcome.
LARGS CHURCHES TOGETHER – CHRISTMAS CARDS:  St Mary’s allocation of Christmas Cards will be available this weekend.  Would members of our congregation please help with delivery.  Cards can be collected from Blessed Sacrament Altar.  This year again a child from 
St Mary’s, Gabriella Carbonell has won the drawing prize.  Well done.
WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday - £716.87 Thanks.
HOGMANAY CELEBRATION:  The annual Hogmanay Party will take place in the hall on Thursday 31st December, 8 p.m. till late.  Tickets £15 includes a traditional meal.  B.Y.O.B.  For tickets, phone Kathleen 672419.
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.    
ST MATTHEW’S ACADEMY CHRISTMAS CONCERT: takes place on Monday, 21st December at 
7 p.m. in the school Auditorium.
ST MARY’S PRO-LIFE GROUP:  Thank you to all who signed the Petition against abortion advertising on television.
EMMAUS PRAYER GROUP the next meeting of the prayer group will be Tuesday 19th January 2010.
CROSSHOUSE HOSPITAL – Chaplain Fr Martin Chambers is the new R.C. Chaplain at Crosshouse Hospital.  He will visit all R.C. patients weekly during their time in hospital if he knows of their admission.  Please ask the Ward Sister to let the Chaplain know if someone has been admitted and would appreciate a routine visit.  In urgent cases call 
Fr Chambers on 01563 533587.
CHRISTIAN AID:  Please find Christian Aid Gift Catalogues in the porch.  Perhaps find an idea for an alternative Christmas Gift.

Also on the pinboard a copy of Christian Aid Accounts from 1st June 2008 – 31st May 2009.  Largs raised a total of £9,695.41.  Many, many thanks for your generosity.

Finally a reminder that the Largs Committee is still looking for at least two new members to represent St Mary’s.  If interested please contact Anna Jo on 675031 or mobile 0790 498 7855.
USED POSTAGE STAMPS:  Please keep your used postage stamps – see box in porch.  Collected to raise money for St Patrick’s Missionary Society.  

