                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS               19 April, 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                      2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER – B
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.

Response to Psalm:  ‘Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end’.

WEEKDAY MASS: 10 a.m. Daily  (except Wednesday)
                                       7 p.m. Wednesday
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m.  

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. and on Saturday 25th (last Saturday of the month) from after morning Mass until 4.30 p.m.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass

Children who have not received 1st Communion (whether they are preparing for it this year or not) are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  The Eucharistic Minister will mark the sign of the cross on your forehead.  Please cross your arms in front of your chest so that we know you are asking for a blessing.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
TODAY IS DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY:  Celebration Mass here in St Mary’s at 3 p.m.  Celebrant – Father Terence Casey from The Holy Ghost Fathers, Carfin.  There will be a special blessing for Healing at the end of Mass.  Afternoon Tea and Coffee will be served in the hall after the service.  All are Welcome.  Come along for an afternoon of joy and special blessing.  
THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL MASS ON WEDNESDAY EVENING FOR ALL PARISH GROUPS, AT 7 p.m.  There are many groups in the parish who contribute to the pastoral/spiritual well-being of the parish.  This also includes Altar Servers, Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Cleaners, Youth, Finance, Flowers, Passkeepers, Counters, etc.  The Mass is to celebrate the tremendous effort of all.  Even if you are not part of a group you are most welcome.  Tea in the hall afterwards.

                       *****************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue. 
 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Frank McCarrey (Burnside Road).

AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME:  including Sam Elliott, Bill Bunting
                        *****************
TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

PRAYER GROUP will restart on Tues 21st April in the Sacristy 7.30 p.m.  This is a new beginning as a result of the Life in the Spirit Seminars.

ST MARY’S YOUTH:  

There will be a ‘Club Night’ in the hall for Youth (Secondary School age) this evening (Sunday), 
7 – 9 p.m.  It will be a social gathering to discuss upcoming trips and make plans for the future.  The plan is to meet once a month.  Please come along.
 
LOURDES:  Any young people aged 16 (by 5th July) – 23 years who wish to go to Lourdes this year – 5th – 15th July. These places will be given on a 1st come 1st served basis.  
 CAMPING TRIP TO WHITHORN:  There are still places for the Youth Camping Trip to Whithorn and 
St Ninian’s cave from 30th –31st May, come & join the fun.  
Please contact Sharon on 689212 for any further details
NEW COLLECTION ENVELOPES:  If you haven’t yet collected your envelopes, please do so today.

PALE BLUE ENVELOPES:  for those parishioners who HAVE NOT signed gift-aid forms are at the two doors at the back of the church.

GREEN ENVELOPES: For those who HAVE signed gift-aid forms are at the side altar (Blessed Sacrament Altar).
If you would like to pay your collection by STANDING ORDER please see me at the back of the Church after Mass or call to the sacristy.  Also, if you would like to join the GIFT AID scheme, please speak to me.
WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday £1151.89.  Sincere thanks.

Special Collection for Holy Places and African Missions on Good Friday £510.91

SCIAF Boxes: £820.05.  Thanks 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  Minutes of the March meeting have now been posted on the notice board.
SINCERE THANKS to all who helped in preparation of the Church for Easter and the Holy Week ceremonies.

ST MATTHEW’S ACADEMY NEWSLETTER:  Available in Church porch.

REDEMPTORIST CENTRE, KINNOULL, PERTH:  RETREAT – Body, Soul and Spirit.  Where does love begin?  Theology of the Body.  By Fr Jim McManus.  27th April – 1st May.  Cost £240.  Tel.01738-624075.
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.

USED POSTAGE STAMPS:  Please keep your used postage stamps – see box in porch.  Collected to raise money for St Patrick’s Missionary Society.  

ROSARY BEADS:  there is a box in the porch for old or broken rosary beads.  (For Russia)

PRO-LIFE GROUP:  next meeting will be held on Monday 27th April at 7.30 p.m. in the  small meeting room.
