                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  20, Dec. 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC0105
                               4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR C
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
                  I WISH YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY AND PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS.


THE CHILDREN’S NATIVITY PLAY TAKES PLACE TODAY DURING 10 A.M. MASS.  WE OFFER THEM OUR VERY BEST WISHES.

Response to Psalm: “God of hosts bring us back, let your face shine on us and we shall be saved”.
CHRISTMAS MASSES:

Vigil:  Begins with Carol Service at 8.30 p.m. followed by Mass at 9 p.m.

Christmas Day:  10 a.m. (Family) and 11.30 a.m.

The children are encouraged to bring a gift for a newborn baby – nappies, baby lotion, wet wipes, clothes, (new, not second hand), etc.  Baskets will be available before each Mass.
WEEKDAY MASS 
  10 a.m. Daily 

Saturday is the Feast of St Stephen, the first martyr
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
YEAR FOR PRIESTS:  Pope Benedict XVI has called for a Year for Priests to be observed throughout the world.  It is hoped that you will devote some time before the Blessed Sacrament during Holy Hour which takes place each Tuesday from 10.30 – 11.30 a.m. to pray for the Priesthood.  Also each Saturday morning Rosary will be offered for the Priesthood (9.30 a.m.).
MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:
        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
The children preparing for the Sacraments are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
MASS TIMES FOR NEW YEAR:

Vigil Mass (Thursday) 7 p.m.

New Years Day – 11 a.m.
Next Sunday is the Feast of the Holy Family – Year C.
                           ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including John MacIntyre
 
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Margaret Ure, Mark Shanks, Matilda Keogh, Janet McLaughlin (6 months), Annie Henry, Maurice & Dora Henry, John Henry, (Elizabeth) Betty McCrudden and deceased members of the McCrudden and Connelly families, Rita Bradshaw, Mamie & Anna Gildea.



                           *******************

Tea/Coffee in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today.

READERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Please see lists in porch for Christmas Masses. 
LARGS CHURCHES TOGETHER – CHRISTMAS CARDS:  St Mary’s allocation is available on Blessed Sacrament altar in Church.  Would members of the congregation PLEASE HELP WITH DELIVERY.
WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday - £655.17.  Thanks.
CRIB DONATIONS:  Donations put in the box at the Crib will go to St Margaret’s Children & Family Care Centre (formerly St Margaret’s Adoption Society).
HOGMANAY CELEBRATION:  The annual Hogmanay Party will take place in the hall on Thursday 31st December, 8 p.m. till late.  Tickets £15 includes a traditional meal.  B.Y.O.B.  For tickets, phone Kathleen 672419.
PARISH WEBSITE COMPETITION:  Thank you to all who took part in the competition.  The winner was Duncan MacMaster.  The 50th anniversary of St Mary’s will take place in 2012.  
ST MATTHEW’S ACADEMY CHRISTMAS CONCERT: takes place on Monday, 21st December at 
7 p.m. in the school Auditorium.
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.    
EMMAUS PRAYER GROUP the next meeting of the prayer group will be Tuesday 19th January 2010.
CHRISTIAN AID:  Please find Christian Aid Gift Catalogues in the porch.  Perhaps find an idea for an alternative Christmas Gift.

Also on the pinboard a copy of Christian Aid Accounts from 1st June 2008 – 31st May 2009.  Largs raised a total of £9,695.41.  Many, many thanks for your generosity.

Finally a reminder that the Largs Committee is still looking for at least two new members to represent St Mary’s.  If interested please contact Anna Jo on 675031 or mobile 0790 498 7855.
COMMUNITY MINIBUS SERVICE TO INVERCLYDE HOSPITAL:  It is proposed to run a community Mini bus service one afternoon a week to Inverclyde Hospital.  If you would like to use this service please take a leaflet in Church porch, fill it in and return it to me.
SVDP:  Would like to thank all those who helped at our Senior Citizens Christmas Party 
USED POSTAGE STAMPS:  Please keep your used postage stamps – see box in porch.  Collected to raise money for St Patrick’s Missionary Society.  
ROSARY BEADS:  There is a box in the porch for old or broken rosary beads.  (For Russia)

