                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  7 March, 2010
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                         3rd SUNDAY OF LENT – C
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
Response to Psalm: “The Lord is compassion & love”.
WEEKDAY MASS:  10 a.m. Daily (except Monday)
Communion Service – 10 a.m. Monday

Stations of the Cross: 7 p.m. Friday (led by Lourdes
                                                                           Group.)
Wednesday is the Feast of St John Ogilvie.

The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:
        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:  Welcome to the boys and girls preparing for the sacraments.  We have a special celebration for them today at 10 a.m. Mass.
The children preparing for the Sacraments are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.  This is open to all children who have not yet received the sacraments.
                           ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Canon John Walls, (St Teresa’s Dumfries); Rita Barr (Port Glasgow).

AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Joseph (Joe) Colvin, James McGill, Joseph McBride, Owen & Ann Gallagher, John Maguire, James Garvie

                           *******************
PARISH GROUPS – INVITATION:  TODAY, a representative from each of our Parish Groups will be  present in the Hall after Mass.  This is an opportunity for everyone to find out more about the Groups within our Parish and to ask any questions regarding their activities.  SO PLEASE COME TO THE HALL, EVEN FOR A SHORT TIME, AFTER 10 A.M. MASS TODAY.   Tea/Coffee in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass.
LARGS CHURCHES TOGETHER:  Service here next Sunday at 6.30 p.m.  The speaker will be Peter McMillan from SCIAF and he will make a presentation on the work of SCIAF.  Tea in the hall afterwards.  All welcome.
WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday - £711.61 Thanks. 
ST MARY’S PRO-LIFE GROUP:  St Patrick’s Concert and Social Night – please come along to our main fund raising event of the year and be entertained by Students from Glasgow University.  Church Hall Wednesday 17th March at 7.30 p.m.  Tickets £5 includes a light supper.  B.Y.O.B.  Tickets on sale in the porch from this weekend or phone Nancy 672869.
SILENCE BEFORE MASS:  Some people like to have time for personal prayer before Mass.  This is difficult when there is a lot of noise and talking.  Could I ask you to keep the 5 minutes before Mass starts as a QUIET TIME.  This would be particularly appropriate during Lent.

THE SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR SCIAF TAKES PLACE NEXT SUNDAY.  Our generosity helps the poorest people in the world.  Please give generously.
FR GABRIEL:  Fr Gabriel has been diagnosed with cancer of the abdomen and he will soon begin treatment.  Please pray that he will make a full recovery.
CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES: each Wednesday during Lent in Clark Memorial Hall 12 noon – 1.30 p.m.  All welcome.
UNITED LENT STUDIES:  Tuesdays during Lent, 12 noon – 2 p.m. in St Columba’s Parish Session Room.  Lunch available at £1.  All welcome.
YOUTH GROUP NOTICE:  From now on we will have a Youth Group Night 6.30 – 8.30 p.m. every 3rd Sunday of the month (during term time) as follows: 21 March – DVD Night bring a film (PG or U rating only); 18th April – Quiz Night; 16th May – Trip during day to Snow Zone at Xscape Braehead (no evening meeting), time and travel will be confirmed; 20th June ?? you decide.  Any questions call Sharon 689212.
IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTRE, GLASGOW:  Leaflets on courses in prayer, reflection, discernment, retreats, etc. are available in Church porch.  Please take one.
PRIESTS FOR SCOTLAND:  Priest for Scotland has launched a photographic competition to find the contemporary image that best sums up the life of the diocesan priest.  Competitors can enter only once but they can submit up to five images for consideration.  Prizes of over £500 are available.  For more information consult the website www.priestsforscotland.org.uk or take a leaflet from Church porch.  Competition closes on Vocations Sunday 25th April.

THINKING OF LIFE AS DIOCESAN PRIEST?  A weekend experience (Friday 7th – Sunday 9th May), is available to all men (over 17 years) to pray and reflect with others on the Lord’s call to service as a diocesan priest.  It is offered at no cost and no commitment implied.  If interested see website above or email office@pfs.org.uk.
GIVE BLOOD:  Thurs. 11th March 2.30 – 3.45 p.m. & 5.15 – 7.30 p.m. Dunn Memorial Hall.

SVDP LENTEN APPEAL:  during Lent we will be collecting toiletries for the homeless who visit the Ozanam Centre.  See poster.  There will be a box in the porch from next weekend or telephone 686774.
SVDP:  Continue to collect winter clothes for the homeless.  Please contact Michael 686774.  URGENT REMINDER:  BAGS OF CLOTHES BROUGHT TO THE PORCH SHOULD BE LEFT WELL AWAY FROM THE HEATER.
