                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  14, Feb. 2010
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                       6th SUNDAY OF YEAR - C
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.

Response to Psalm: “Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord’.
WEEKDAY MASSES:

Ash Wednesday -
 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Rest of Week:

 10 a.m.


Stations of the Cross: 7 p.m. Friday (led by Justice & 
                                                                      Peace Group.)
ASH WEDNESDAY is a day of FASTING (one full meal) and ABSTINENCE (no meat).  The blessing and distribution of ashes will take place at both Masses.  Lent is an invitation to come closer to Christ.
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:
        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 

The children preparing for the Sacraments are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.  This is open to all children who have not yet received the sacraments.
There will be a special collection taken up next Sunday for Church Students.  This is an annual collection.
                           ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  This week prayers have been asked for Tom McGhee.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY:

AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Norah & George Shivers, Marjorie McKay.
                           *******************
Tea/Coffee in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today.
SCIAF LENTEN PACKS:  They are now available in the porch.  Gift Aid details are enclosed in the pack.  You can send the gift aid money directly to SCIAF.  The special collection will be taken up on 4th Sunday of Lent.
SILENCE BEFORE MASS:  Some people like to have time for personal prayer before Mass.  This is difficult when there is a lot of noise and talking.  Could I ask you to keep the 5 minutes before Mass starts as a QUIET TIME.  This would be particularly appropriate during Lent.

WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday - £819.42 Thanks.  
Special collection for Catholic Education £520.16.  Sincere thanks.
ST MARY’S SOCIAL GROUP:  Our ever-popular RACE NIGHT is to be held on next Saturday 20th February at 
7.30 p.m. Tickets, priced at £6, include fish supper. Tickets will be on sale after both Masses today or from any Social Group member.  Donations of wine or spirits would be gratefully received for prizes (box in Church porch).  If any person or business would be willing to sponsor a race, please contact 674664 or 674235.  This is in aid of Comboni Missionaries.
HOUSE GROUPS: We hope to start House Groups during the first week of Lent (22nd – 26th Feb.).  There are about fifteen names on the list so far.  If you would like to join, please put your name on the list on the notice board TODAY.  All taking part will be notified and the booklets will be distributed soon.  This is one good way to observe the spirit of Lent. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:  There will be a meeting for the PARENTS of the children preparing for the Sacraments on Wednesday, 24th February at 7 p.m. in the hall.  There will be a video entitled ‘The Mass – do we need it?’
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.    
PARISH GROUPS – INVITATION:  On Sunday, March 7th, a representative from each of our Parish Groups will be present in the Hall after Sunday Mass.  This is your opportunity to find out more about the Groups within our Parish and to ask any questions regarding their activities.  So please put a note in your Diary for Sunday March 7th, after Mass, in the hall.
:

GALLOWAY LOURDES HOSPITALITE: Mass with anointing of the sick in St. Margaret’s, Ayr today (14th Feb.) at 3 p.m.  All welcome.  Tea, coffee served. 

CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES: Clark Memorial Hall each Wed. of Lent – 12 noon – 1.30 p.m. cost £2. (from Feb 17th  - Mar 31st.)  Waitresses are needed from each Church.  If you can help, please put your name down on list on notice board.  For donations, please contact Anna Jo 675031.  This is a major fundraiser and in the light of Haiti your support will be very welcome. 
SVDP:  Continue to collect winter clothes for the homeless.  Please contact Michael 686774.

INVITATION:   The Ladies Thursday Club of St John’s have extended an invitation to any ladies of the Parish to their Open Evening on Thursday 25th February at 7.45 p.m. in The Dunn Memorial Hall, the subject being A Century of Teddy Bears.  If you wish to attend, please advise 
Mrs Elizabeth Kent, 689870, to help with numbers for catering.
