                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  21 March, 2010
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                         5th SUNDAY OF LENT – C
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
Response to Psalm: “What marvels the Lord worked for us, indeed we were glad, indeed we were glad”.
WEEKDAY MASS: 
 
10 a.m. Daily 

                                                       (except Wednesday)
Communion Service – 10 a.m. Wednesday

Stations of the Cross:
7 p.m. Friday 


Thursday is the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord – World Day of Prayer for Life.
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. and on Saturday (last Saturday of the Month) from after Mass until 4.30 p.m.
MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:
        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 

The children preparing for the Sacraments are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.  This is open to all children who have not yet received the sacraments.
                           ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  This week prayers have been asked for Fr Gabriel

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: 
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Donald Campbell, Joseph McBride Jr., Catherine Maguire, Josie Foran, Agnes & Bert Duffy.

                           *******************
MALAWIAN PARTNERSHIP:  We will have the opportunity to welcome our Malawi friends today at 10 a.m. Mass.  After Mass, there will be a small presentation for them in the hall and a cup of tea.
END OF LIFE ASSISTANCE BILL:  This Bill on Euthanasia is presently going through the Scottish Parliament.  If passed, it could greatly impact on our lives for many years to come.  The Catholic Parliamentary Office asks for your support in signing a card called ‘Care not Killing’.  These cards are available in the Church porch.  You are asked to fill one in and place in the box provided in the porch.  A member of our Pro-Life Group will be present to assist you with this.
HOLY WEEK SERVICES:  Readers and Ministers of the Eucharist – please add names to lists in porch for the Easter Services.  Ministers of the Eucharist will be recommission at Mass on Holy Thursday.
YOUTH GROUP:  The first Youth Group Night takes place this evening in the Hall 6.30 – 8.30 p.m.  Tonight – DVD Night.  Bring a film (PG or U rating only).  Any questions call Sharon 689212.
THE CHRISM MASS will be celebrated in the Cathedral, Ayr, on Tuesday, 30th March at 7.30 p.m.  We are using the Mini Bus (Betty’s Bus) that collects people for Mass on Sundays.  It seats 15 people.  First come first served.  List for names on notice board in porch.  Children must be accompanied by an adult.  Cost £3 children free.  Bus leaves from St Mary’s at 6 p.m.
LEGION OF MARY – Acies Day of Thanksgiving:  We invite all auxiliaries and anyone who would like to join us today Sunday 21st March at 3 p.m. in St Peter in Chains, Ardrossan.  Anyone needing a lift please call Gretta 560046.
NEXT SUNDAY IS PALM SUNDAY and marks the beginning of Holy Week.  Palms will be blessed in the hall before the Vigil Mass and 10 a.m. Mass and we will then go in procession into the Church (weather permitting).  You can make your way directly to the hall before Mass or, if you prefer, you may go straight into the Church.  However, it would be good to have a sizeable number of people come to the hall and take part in the procession.
PENITENTIAL SERVICE takes place here in St Mary’s next Monday, 29th March at 7 p.m.  Three priests will be present.
THANKS to all who helped and supported the Largs Churches Together Service last Sunday.  Special thanks to Kathleen Rourke, our representative on the committee.
CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES: each Wednesday during Lent in Clark Memorial Hall 12 noon – 1.30 p.m.  
WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday - £729.54

Special Collection for SCIAF: £1383.33 Sincere thanks.
SILENCE BEFORE MASS:  Some people like to have time for personal prayer before Mass.  This is difficult when there is a lot of noise and talking.  Could I ask you to keep the 5 minutes before Mass starts as a QUIET TIME.  This would be particularly appropriate during Lent.

SVDP LENTEN APPEAL:  during Lent we will be collecting toiletries for the homeless who visit the Ozanam Centre.  See poster.  There is a box in the porch or telephone 686774.
SVDP:  Continue to collect winter clothes for the homeless.  Please contact Michael 686774.  Urgent Reminder:  bags of clothes brought to the porch should be left well away from the heater.
PRIEST CHANGES:  As a result of the death of Canon John Walls in Dumfries, the Bishop has made a few changes in the Diocese.  Fr Jim Hayes, Saltcoats, goes to St Theresa’s Dumfries and Fr Graeme Bell, Cumnock comes to Saltcoats, Fr Stephen McGrattan, Maybole goes to St John’s Cumnock, Fr Philip Kitchen goes to Maybole.
Note for your Diary:  Harvesters Men’s weekend: Main speaker Fr John Finnegan Fri. 11 – Sun. 13th June. Global Education Centre Coatbridge www.harvesters.org.uk.
New Dawn in Scotland: a gathering for the whole family, 
St Andrews 5th – 9th July www.newdawninscotland.com.  
More information to follow. 
