                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS          22 February, 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                        7th SUNDAY OF YEAR – B
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.
RESPONSE TO THE PSALM: ‘Heal my soul, for I have sinned against you.’
WEEKDAY MASSES:

Ash Wednesday
 
10 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Rest of week:


 10 a.m. Daily
Stations of the Cross

7 p.m. Friday
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m.  

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. and on Saturday (last Saturday of the month) from after morning Mass until 4.30 p.m.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass

ASH WEDNESDAY is a day of FASTING (one full meal) and ABSTINENCE (no meat).  The blessing and distribution of ashes will take place at both Masses.  Lent is an invitation to come closer to Christ.

Children who have not received 1st Communion (whether they are preparing for it this year or not) are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  The Eucharistic Minister will mark the sign of the cross on your forehead.  Please cross your arms in front of your chest so that we know you are asking for a blessing.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:  There will be a special celebration of ‘Do this in memory’ for the children preparing for the sacraments NEXT SUNDAY at 10 a.m. Mass.  Theme: ‘Lent.  The Desert Experience’.  All children and parents please be present.
                             *****************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Bridget (Delia) Townsend; Seamus Bradley; Seamus Grant; Cathie Kierney; Joe Harkins; Velia McLean, Glen Avenue; Canon McGinness.
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME:  including Michael McArthur

                               *****************
TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

WEEKLY COLLECTION LAST SUNDAY: £666.59 thanks.
Special Collection for Comboni Missionaries - £1439.95 and an anonymous donation of £1000 for Comboni Missionaries.  Thanks.
YEAR OF ST PAUL:  The Pope has designated this year as the Year of St Paul.  We hear extracts from St Paul’s letters most Sundays of the year but they are seldom commented on.  To mark this Year of St Paul, we have a special speaker, Fr Tom Kilbride, Our Lady of Good Council, Dennistoun, who will give three talks on St Paul, covering three aspects of his life and ministry.  He has been strongly recommended to me as a very good speaker and it is great to have him.  The talks will take place in the hall on Wednesdays, 11th, 18th & 25th March, 7.30 – 9 p.m.  It would be good to have names for this, so if you wish to go, please put your name on the list in the Church porch.
HOUSE GROUPS:  The House Groups will start on the first week of Lent, beginning 1st March.  If you would like to join, please put your name and telephone number on the list on notice board in the porch.
PASTORAL COUNCIL:  There will be a meeting of the Pastoral Council on Wednesday 4th March at 7 p.m.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:  It is St Mary’s turn to host this year’s World Day of Prayer Service which will be at 2.15 p.m. on Friday 6th March.  The theme is In Christ there are many members, yet one body, and the service has been written by women of Papua New Guinea.

ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINARS: This is a series of seven seminars designed to help us deepen our relationship with God. 
SVDP:  have an appeal for a single wardrobe.  If you can help please contact May 686008.
GALLOWAY DIOCESE PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES:  Led by Bishop Cunningham 6th – 13th July 2009.  Booking forms available.  Brochure/poster on notice board.

GALLOWAY LOURDES HOSPITALITE - Annual Membership:  Galloway Lourdes Hospitalite Annual Membership – subscription £1 annually.  For details call Isobel Donnelly – 673682.
LENT LUNCHES: Volunteers are required to help at Lent Lunch each Wednesday from 25th Feb. to 8th April, held in Clark Memorial Church Hall from 12 noon – 
1.30 p.m.  Two helpers are needed each week from 
11.30 a.m.  If you can assist would you please put your name on list at back of church or call Isobel 673682 or Anna Jo 675031.  Thank you.

ST MARY’S PRO-LIFE GROUP:  St Patrick’s Night – 20th March in church hall 7.30 p.m.  Tickets £5 on sale from next Sunday.
THE PIONEER TOTAL ABSTINENCE ASSOC. OF THE SACRED HEART:  Short-Term Pledge for Lent.  Please see poster and prayer leaflets in the Church porch.
