                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS          22 March, 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                        4th SUNDAY OF LENT – B
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
A very sincere welcome to all who are visitors to St Mary’s this week.  We hope you enjoy your time amongst us.
RESPONSE TO THE PSALM: ‘O let my tongue cleave to my mouth, if I remember you not.’
WEEKDAY MASS:
- 10 a.m. Daily 
Stations of the Cross
    7 p.m. Friday

                                           (Led by Pro-Life Group.)
Wednesday is the Solemnity of the Annunciation.
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m.  

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. and on Saturday (last Saturday of the month) from after Mass until 4.30 p.m. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass

Children who have not received 1st Communion (whether they are preparing for it this year or not) are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  The Eucharistic Minister will mark the sign of the cross on your forehead.  Please cross your arms in front of your chest so that we know you are asking for a blessing.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
                       *****************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  This week prayers have been asked for Teresa Cullen and for 12 year old Eva Gillespie and her mother, Sharon.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Beatrice Rattigan

AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME:  including Mary Smith, Collin Moran, Bridie Connick

                               *****************
TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

Copies of a letter from Cardinal O’Brien on SCIAF are available in Church porch.

The Special Collection for SCIAF takes place next Sunday.  Our generosity helps the poorest people in the world.  Please give generously.
YEAR OF ST PAUL: Fr Tom Kilbride will be back on Wednesday to give his final talk.  Theme: ‘The Spirituality of Paul”.  We have had a very good response so far.  Hope you can come on Wednesday 7.30 – 9 p.m.  
PASTORAL COUNCIL:  There will be a meeting of the Pastoral Council on Wednesday, 1st April, at 7 p.m.

THE CHRISM MASS will be celebrated in the Cathedral, Ayr, on Tuesday, 7th April at 7.30 p.m.  Bus leaves from St Mary’s at 6 p.m.  List for names on notice board in porch.  Children must be accompanied by an adult.
PENITENTIAL SERVICE:  There will be a Penitential Service for Easter on Friday, 3rd April, at 7 p.m.
ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.

S.V.D.P.:  During Lent SVDP will be collecting Toiletries for the men and women who visit the Ozanam Centre, Glasgow.  Please see box on porch.
ST MARY’S LOURDES GROUP:  Bingo afternoon on Thursday 26th March at 2.30 p.m. in the hall.  All welcome.
LEGION OF MARY: The ACIES (Annual Consecration of Legionaries to Our Lady) will take place here in 
St Mary’s, Largs on Sunday 29th March at 3.00 p.m.  All active and auxiliary members and friends are most welcome.  Refreshments in the hall afterwards.  If transport required please put your name on list in porch: list will show name and phone number.
CORONERS AND JUSTICE BILL:  This has to do with attempts to legalise assisted suicide or euthanasia.  The Report Stage of this Bill will take place this Monday & Tuesday, 23rd & 24th March.  Although the government is not supporting any attempts to legalise this Bill, there is a possibility that the pro euthanasia lobby may make an attempt to put in amendments.  As there is no time to write to our M.P. Katy Clark, you are asked to telephone her at the House of Commons. Tel:020-7219-3000.  Ask for her or her secretary and leave a message.  Her direct telephone number can be obtained on 020-8992-7657.
LENT LUNCHES: each Wednesday during Lent in Clark Memorial Church Hall from 12 noon – 1.30 p.m.  All welcome.
A SCOTTISH CEILIDH in aid of Malawi is being held in St Matthew’s Academy, Saltcoats on Friday 27th March.  Tickets £10, including a buffet supper and a welcoming drink – can be purchased at the school office or reserved for later collection, by sending payment.  Contact Mrs Hughes on 01294 606680.  
UNITED LENT STUDIES:  Tuesdays during Lent, 12 noon – 2 p.m. in St Columba’s Parish Session Room.  Lunch available at £1.  All welcome.

LARGS CHURCHES HOLIDAY CLUB:  Coffee Morning on Saturday 4th April in Clark Memorial Hall 
10 a.m. – 12 noon.
I WILL CONTINUE TO VISIT AROUND LARGS TO PEOPLE I HAVE NOT YET MANAGED TO VISITED.
