                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  23, August 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                                          21st SUNDAY OF YEAR – B
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk
Response to Psalm: “I will bless your goodness, God, my Father.  You make me one with Christ, your Son.”
WEEKDAY MASS: - 10 a.m. Monday & Tuesday
COMMUNION SERVICE – 10 a.m. Wednesday,
                                          Thursday, Friday & Saturday
The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. and on Saturday (last Saturday of the month) from after the Communion Service until 4.30 p.m.
YEAR FOR PRIESTS:  Pope Benedict XVI has called for a Year for Priests to be observed throughout the world.  It is hoped that you will devote some time before the Blessed Sacrament during Holy Hour which takes place each Tuesday from 10.30 – 11.30 a.m. to pray for the Priesthood.  Also each Saturday morning Rosary will be offered for the Priesthood (9.30 a.m.).
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after morning Mass and after the Vigil Mass
RETIRED PRIESTS FUND:  The Annual Collection for the Retired Priests Fund will be taken up at both Masses this weekend.  This collection helps to support our priests who have worked in the Diocese and are now retired.  Please be generous.  Put Gift Aid envelopes in with rest of collection..  
                      ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Mamie Brodie
 
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME including Margaret Murphy, Arthur Devine, James Beattie, Ellen McBride, Alan Matthews

                      ******************
TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

CANTORS:  We would welcome new Cantors to help in the music ministry.  If you are interested, please let me know.  Training will be provided.

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO WHITHORN:  Takes place next Sunday, 30th August.  Mass at 4 p.m.  Mass will also be celebrated in the Church in Whithorn at 4.45 p.m. for those who cannot make the journey to the Cave.  Please make your own arrangements regarding transport.  Poster in porch.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:  A meeting of the parents took place last Tuesday evening.  Thanks to all the parents who came along.  It was a good meeting.  Our FIRST CELEBRATION MASS will take place on Sunday, 4th October at 10 a.m. Mass.
PASTORAL COUNCIL:  There will be a meeting of the Pastoral Council on Wednesday, 2nd September at 7 p.m.
RE-ROOFING THE PRESBYTERY:  The presbytery roof has been letting in water for a considerable amount of time.  Last year it was inspected by a specialist company appointed by the Diocese.  They reported that the existing felt-roof had reached the end of its lifespan.  The parish finance committee have been working in conjunction with the Diocese on the best way forward and have concluded that a new slate roof is the best solution.  This work should go ahead, pending planning permission and building warrant, in late October or early November.

NEW PARISH HALL:  The parish finance committee have been working hard with the Diocese on the prospect of building a new parish hall.  Much progress has been made and we hope to inform you fully within the next couple of months.
WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday £790.03 Thanks.
If you would like to pay your collection by STANDING ORDER or if you would like to join the GIFT-AID scheme, please speak to me after Mass.

SMITHSTONE HOUSE, KILWINNING: STUDY DAY:  “The Future of the Church”, Saturday 29th August 10 – 4 p.m.  This is a gathering with people from other Christian denominations.  (Tel: (01294) 552515.

JUSTICE & PEACE CONFERENCE:  Saturday 5th September, 10.30 – 4 p.m.  Title “Just Human Rights”.  Held in Ogilvie Centre, Rose Street.  Keynote speaker is Charles Kennedy M.P. former leader of the Liberal Party.  Also rector of Glasgow University.  In the afternoon, Ian Davidson, a pioneer singer and composer of the Scottish Folk revival will be singing a number of songs and giving a commentary on how they came to be composed.  The day will end with Mass.  Tel: 0141-333-0238 or www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk.

ST MARY’S PRAYER LINE – In need of Prayer?  Please phone the prayer line 674395.
EMMAUS PRAYER GROUP meets every Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. in the Sacristy.  An open invitation is extended to anyone who wishes to come along.  ‘All who are thirsty come’ Is.55:1
INVERCLYDE ROYAL HOSPITAL:  The priests that serve the hospital are Fr Peter McGary and Canon Ben O’Keeffe.  If you wish them to attend a family member please contact them at St Andrew’s on 01475 631750.
CHARITY CHALLENGE SWIM:  Charlie Verner, a parishioner, is taking part in the Charity Challenge Swim for the Gillian Saltire Fund.  If you would like to sponsor him please put your name, etc. on list in church porch. It takes place on Saturday, 5th September from Sailing Centre on Cumbrae Isle to Marina, Largs  1½ miles.
