                    ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, LARGS                  29 Nov. 2009
                                a parish of the R.C. Diocese of Galloway.  Charity No. SC01057
                               1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR C
 Parish Priest: Fr Eamonn; Address: 28 Greenock Road, Largs; Tele. 01475 672324; Website: www.stmaryslargs.co.uk

Response to Psalm: “To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul”.
WEEKDAY MASS 
10 a.m. Daily 

Tomorrow (Monday) is the Solemnity of St Andrew, Patron of Scotland.

The Rosary is said each day during the week beginning at 9.40 a.m. and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND:        
Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. & Sunday 10 a.m. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Will take place each Tuesday from 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 
Saturday after the Vigil Mass
NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS:  The final Mass for the Holy Souls will be offered tomorrow, Monday, at 10 a.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation for Primary 4 children will take place on Tuesday, 8th December, at 7 p.m.


The children preparing for the Sacraments are welcome to come out each Sunday at Holy Communion and receive a blessing from the priest or from a Eucharistic Minister.  This applies also to parents who are not receiving Communion.
                           ******************
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Please remember all the sick for whom prayers have been requested.  See the book at Our Lady’s statue.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: including Fr John Walsh (retired, Ayr), Rose McWilliams, Jimmy Martin
AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR ABOUT THIS TIME: including Monsignor Hugh Gallagher

                                ******************


TEA/COFFEE in the hall after 10 a.m. Mass today

PARISH WEBSITE COMPETITION:

To highlight our website the Pastoral Council are running a very simple website competition which requires an answer to a question about our Parish.  To enter please visit the website; and click on COMPETITION section.  Alternatively, those who do not have internet access may enter the competition by writing their answer on a piece of paper, along with your name and contact tel. no., and place it in the pastoral council box situated at the back of the church.  The competition question is: 

IN WHICH YEAR WILL OUR CHURCH, 
ST MARY, STAR OF THE SEA, CELEBRATE its 50TH ANNIVERSARY.  

If you don’t know the answer, you can find out by visiting www.stmaryslargs.co.uk and click on Parish History. 
 
Good luck everyone.  The lucky winner will win a delightful box of chocolates.  Please Note one slight change, the competition will run until 6th Dec. and the winner will be announced in the 13th Dec. Newsletter.  Only one competition entry per person.
SCIAF is calling on parishioners to join ‘The Wave’, a climate change march on Sat. 5th Dec. at 10.30 a.m. in Bellahouston Park  Visit www.sciaf.org.uk.  See Poster.
Christmas cards, calendars, cribs, gifts, etc. on sale in Religious Stall.

ST MARY’S NATIVITY:  Nativity rehearsals will be every Sunday after Mass (except today 29th Nov.) the dress rehearsal will be held on Sun. 13th Dec. (11 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.) and the Nativity will be acted out on Sunday 20th Dec. during the Mass (in place of the homily).  

SENIOR CITIZEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY:  will be held in the hall on Saturday 12th Dec. (seated for 
12.30 p.m.)  If you would like to attend please add names to the list in porch indicating if transport is required.

PETITION AGAINST TV ABORTION ADVERTS:  The Committee on Advertising Practice wants to permit abortion agencies to advertise in the broadcast media.  A public consultation has been held but the final decision will rest with Ofcom, a government committee responsible for regulating broadcasting.  You are asked to sign the petition in Church porch against this practice.  This is the last day for taking names.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  There will be a meeting this Wednesday 2nd December at 7 p.m.

IT’S THE EUCHARIST, THANK GOD:  This is the title of a new book by Bishop Taylor.  Order to Decani Books, Oak House, 70 High Street, Brandon IP27 0AU. Tel: 0845 456 8392 www.decanimusic.co.uk.  Order by phone or post only before 30th Nov. and the book comes post free.

WEEKLY COLLECTION last Sunday - £726.48 Thanks,

THE BISHOPS CONFERENCE OF SCOTLAND has developed a website to help adult Catholics in Scotland to deepen their faith.  It aims to offer courses, conferences, lectures, etc. to help us grow in our faith.  Website address: www.beingcatholic.org.  Bookmarks giving further details are available in the porch.  Please take one.  They are free.

CAROL SERVICE IN ST JOHN’S CHURCH:  Monday 30th Nov. at 2 p.m.  All welcome.
TAIZE FOR ADVENT:  St Columba’s Episcopal Church Hall, Sun 6th at 4 p.m.  Title ‘Lighten our Darkness’.  An hour of prayer and praise through the medium of Taize.  Refreshments and mince pies.  All welcome.
1ST LARGS BOYS’ BRIGADE:  Christmas Fayre Sat. 5th 10 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  Dunn Memorial Hall.  Entry £1.50.
CHRISTMAS CHARITY POST:  Cards will be collected in Church next Sunday 6th.  The ‘Post Office’ will be open in Dunn Memorial Hall from Mon 7th – Fri 11th Dec. 10 a.m. – 12 noon & 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.  Donation of 15p per card for LARGS AREA.  Cards can also be left in Superdrug, Hallidays the Chemist or Greetings.
NORTH AYRSHIRE SCHOOLS SENIOR & JUNIOR CHOIRS perform ‘And Peace on Earth’ Sun 6th Dec. 
7.30 p.m. in St Peters Church Ardrossan.  Tickets £7 / £5 concession.  Tickets from Harbour Arts Box Office 01294 274059.  Accompanied by a professional orchestra.

GIVE BLOOD:  Thursday, 10th Dec. 2.30 – 3.45 p.m. & 5.15 – 7.30 p.m. in Dunn Memorial Hall.
