St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Council
Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 6th April 2011
Present:  Fr Eamonn, M.Condron (Chair), B.Ure, A.McQueenie, S.Murdoch, F. O'Brien

Apologies:  G.McAllister, G.McMillan, B.Lamont, M.McQueen, M.Hamill
Previous meeting  

The minutes of the previous meeting from were read, reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising
No matters arising.

Agenda items covered were as follows:

PPC Box – Correspondence : 
There was no correspondence in the box this month.
Lenten Groups:  16/17 people are participating, in 2 groups; the feedback has been very positive and worthwhile.
Youth Project Update:  
Sharon said that she and Maura Ramsey had attended the Youth Diocese meeting in Cumnock.  Eleven parishes were represented and they discussed ways to influence and help youth groups grow. 

There is the proposed Whithorn trip on 11/12 June. This will involve an overnight stay in tents in the parish gardens and on Sunday, there will be a pilgrimage to St Ninian's cave, where Mass will be celebrated.

On 24 April, the youth group will visit St John's youth group in Stevenston.
As a follow up to last month's pastoral council meeting, Sharon said that she had visited Primary 7 in St Mary's school. The children were given information about the Youth Group and were involved in a team building game. More than 12 pupils showed an interest in joining the group and a reminder will be issued before the next Sunday meeting.

Sharon also commented that she would like to develop a link with Largs Academy and plans contacting the RE teachers in the school, hopefully raising the profile of the Youth Group

Hall Update:  
Father Eamonn said that steady progress is being made, although there will be about a month's delay because of holidays at this time.  It is planned that three architect companies will be asked to give quotations, hopefully concluding by the end of May. Talks will continue to be held with the Finance Group.

First Communion 

The Parish programme for First Communion is progressing well, with the celebrations in church and meetings in the hall. However, Father Eamonn has some concern regarding the attendance of Mass on Sundays. The families will continue to be encouraged to come to Mass and become involved with social events within the Parish.   
Journey of Power

Ron Bisset will be running a course during the four Thursday evenings in May and the first Wednesday in June.  It will be held in the TocH centre and all churches in Largs are invited. The course looks at many aspects of prayer through scripture.

Week of Directed Prayer 

This event will begin on Sunday 5 Juneand supports the spiritual growth of those who participate. There is an opportunity to have 1:1 counselling to discuss thoughts and ideas.

George McDermott

Michael said that George McDermott is in his final sessions of studies for Deaconate. On July 2nd, George will be ordained by the Bishop, in St Mary's. Michael agreed to discuss plans for the ordination day with George.
The meeting finished with a prayer and the Chairman thanked everyone for attending. Next Meeting 4/5/11
