St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Council
Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd February 2011
Present: M. Condron (Chair), Fr Eamonn, B. Ure, F. O’Brien, B Lamont, M. McQueen, G McAllister, Roger Townley, Ann McQueeney
Apologies:  Sharon Murdoch, Maureen Hamill, Gordon McMillan
Previous meeting  

The minutes of the previous meeting from November 23rd, 2010, were read, reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising
No matters arising.

Agenda items covered were as follows:

PPC Box – Correspondence : 
A parishioner raised a point regarding an article in the Sunday Plus leaflet. The article related to a young man who, although raised a Catholic, was not a regular at Church. The story went on to say that the young man found more Christianity in every day life, rather than in the Church itself. The Parishioner’s concern was that the article content was perhaps not appropriate for Sunday Plus.

The Council debated the content and concluded that the young man in the story was probably very similar to a lot of young Catholic’s these days. It was also agreed that media such as the Sunday Plus, needs to reflect all aspects of our religion and the story was probably appropriate for the times in which we live.

The Chairman was asked by a parishioner if the children’s Mass on Christmas day could have more involvement by the children. Father Eamonn agreed that this was a fair point and perhaps some additional planning could go into this years Christmas Mass that would see additional involvement by the children. Michael agreed to speak with Sharon Murdoch and Kathleen McComish. 
Forward Planning:   Gordon McMillan will present this at the next PPC meeting in March.
Lent House Groups:  A list will be put up the back of the Church for names of those interested in taking part in the Lent House groups.  Material will once again be sourced from Westminster Diocese.  Fr Eamonn will mention the House groups at Mass and will also be advertised in the weekly newsletter.
Youth Project Update:  An update will be provided at the next PPC meeting.
Hall Update:  Fr Eamonn said that the Finance committee are in the final part of considering options for the new hall. A Parishioner, who has experience of ‘quick build’ structures, as used in the Leisure industry, has suggested we get a quote from a company he uses. A site visit is planned to consider this option. However, initial thoughts are that this type of building, although lower in cost, may have a limited life span and therefore, a traditional brick built structure may be the better option??

Diocesan Levy: A letter was received from the Bishop relating to the Levy paid by each Parish towards the overall upkeep of the Diocese. Due to the increase in the cost of living, the funds raised by each Parish, was not meeting the outlays required to maintain the infrastructure of the Diocesan estate. A table has been drawn up by the Diocesan Financial group and this outlines the suggested increase by Parish. 
The Council discussed this in some detail and there was concern regarding the impact of asking for additional funds at a time when we are looking to raise a considerable sum for the new Church hall. There was a suggestion made that the Financial committee put a note in the Newsletter with regard to the Bishops letter and perhaps ask Parishioners  to consider increasing their weekly contributions, if they are able to do so. A point was also made about being more efficient with regard to reclaiming tax from contributions via the gift aid scheme.  It was also mentioned that a list showing dates of all Special Collections, could be put on the Notice Board at the back of the Church.
Retired Priests Fund:  Another letter from the Bishop highlighted the fact that the money raised from the retired Priests fund collection, wasn’t meeting the needs of supporting our retired Priests in the Diocese. In order to address this problem, it was suggested two collections could be held in the year instead of one, as we have at present, hopefully, increasing our current contribution. The Parish Council were in favour of this option and overwhelmingly agreed the need to support our retired Priests. 
The meeting finished with a prayer and the Chairman thanked everyone for attending. Next Meeting 2/3/11
