St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes of Meeting Held on Wednesday 2nd March 2011

Present:  M. Condron (Chair), B. Ure, G. McAllister, G. McMillan, A McQueenie, F. O’Brien, S Murdoch, B. Lamont, M. McQueen.

Apologies: Fr Eamonn, M. Hamill

Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting from 2nd February 2011 were read, reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman.

PPC Box – Correspondence 

There was no correspondence in the box this month.  However, Michael said he was concerned that the Box may have been tampered with and intends to look into securing the box in some way.

An invitation and flyer was received from Val Esselmont to the Largs Community Gala to be held on Saturday 11th June 2011 in the field beside St Mary’s school. Val is one of our representatives on St Mary’s P.S. Parent Council. 
Forward Planning: Gordon McMillan introduced some of he events for the coming months.  These included House Groups for Lent, another PPC Newsletter, inviting Michael Sutherland to the next meeting, and preparations for celebration of the Church’s 50th Anniversary next year.  Michael mentioned that Cumbria Parish celebrated their 50th Anniversary last year and had issued an A5 sized booklet in commemoration and perhaps we could produce a similar booklet?   Parishioners will be asked for any old photographs or anecdotes/facts in future Newsletters.
Lent House Groups: A list for those wishing to participate in Lent House Groups is at the back of the Church.  The theme this year will be ‘The Pope’s Visit; Exploring Faith’.  Booklets entitled ‘Faithful Pilgrim’ have been purchased from Westminster Diocese and will be used by the House Groups during Lent.  Additional copies will be obtained and can be purchased from the Church stall at a cost of £1.50 for those who perhaps cannot attend the meetings.

Youth Group : Sharon Murdoch said that numbers for the Youth Group had fallen over recent months and where they once had 15-20 children/teenagers attending, there are now only about 6 or 7.  There is a meeting to be held in Helter Skelter for all Largs Churches Youth Groups and children are asked to bring along a friend.  She feels that this is perhaps the way forward for the group.  Ann McQueenie suggested talking to current P7 children (many of whom do not attend Mass), to tell them of the Group.  Sharon said that she has spoken to previous P7 classes and issued flyers without much success.  However, agreed it would be worth another try. Sharon added that Palm Sunday is World Youth Day.  

Hall Update:  In Fr Eamonn’s absence, Michael said that the meeting re’ the ‘Fast Build’ option, had taken place and was still a consideration.  Tenders will be issued within the next two weeks with a final decision taken thereafter.

Retired Priests Fund – Update:  Due to the shortfall for the retired Priests fund, two annual collections will be be held to help alleviate this situation.
Diocesan Levy – Update:   Fr Eamonn will talk to Parishioners in a few weeks regarding the increased funding required to meet this Levy.  The subject of Parishioners’ contributions in general was discussed and how best to approach the question of an increase in weekly donations in line with inflation.  It was felt that this is a subject a member of the finance committee should perhaps address rather than Fr Eamonn.
A.O.B:    Bridie Lamont said that she had been approached and given the opportunity to purchase a new wheelchair for a nominal fee.  It was felt that this would be useful at the back of the Church for anyone who becomes unwell during Mass etc. The group agreed that this was an excellent idea and Bridie will discuss with Father Eamonn.
The meeting closed with a prayer and Michael thanked everyone for attending.
Date of Next Meeting:   Wednesday 6th April 2011

