Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 4th may 2011

Present:- Fr Eamonn, M. Condron (Chair), M. Hamill, F. O’Brien, A. McQueenie, B. Lamont, B. Ure, R. Townley, G.McMillan, M. McQueen.

Apologies: - G. McAllister, S. Murdoch

Previous Meeting:- The minutes of the previous meeting were read, reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising: - No matters arising

PPC Correspondence:- There was no correspondence in the PPC box.

Golden Jubilee:- Plans for the Golden Jubilee of St Mary’s next year were discussed.  Michael had drawn up a list of points to consider and these were discussed.  A commemorative booklet will be printed and sold to mark the occasion.  Old photographs and articles of interest about the church and parishioners will be sought through the newsletter and local press.  A Golden Jubilee committee will be set up and Bill agreed to take an integral role in this.  A date for the celebrations has not yet been decided as this will depend on how the new Hall progresses, June, August or September 2012 was thought to be the most likely months when it should take place.  Invitations will be extended to the Bishop, Largs churches, neighbouring parishes, and press.  

Forward Planning:- It was suggested that another ‘Thanksgiving Mass’ should take place again this year and a date for this will be decided at the next meeting.  Gordon McMillan will again prepare a quarterly PPC newsletter.
Youth Group:- Sharron Murdoch sent a report saying that she had contacted Largs Academy with a view to speaking to ex St Mary’s pupils about the Youth Group.  A ‘Young Churches Together’ service is due to be held in Helter Skelter on Sunday 8th May 2011 at 11am.

Hall Update:-  Fr Eamonn said that he did not have much to report on the new hall as a few of the key people involved were on holiday.  He hoped to have more to report at the next meeting.

First Communion: - First Communion will take place this Sunday (8th May 2011) at 12noon.  There will be a Breakfast in the Hall afterwards.

George McDermott – Diaconate: - George will be ordained a Deacon on 2nd July at 3pm. It is expected that around 200 will attend.  A finger buffet will be available in the Hall afterwards.  Several Church groups will be involved in helping to organise the celebration.  A collection for George will be arranged and it was suggested that there should be a presentation during or directly after the Mass in the Church, as many may not go to the Hall afterwards.  The local press should be advised of the event and the Scottish Catholic Observer.

Father Gabriel: - There was a large turnout for the funeral of Father Gabriel at St Peter in Chains, Ardrossan, recently.  A collection was held during the service for his family and Father Eamonn said that he had been approached about another collection in St Mary’s.  Gordon commented that St Vincent De Paul group are planning to send collections taken over two weeks, to Father Gabriel’s family. Fr Eamonn & the group agreed that this would help recognise Fr Gabriel’s service to St Mary’s and suggested it should be mentioned in the weekly Newsletter.

A.O.B:- Fran O’Brien suggested that parishioners be thanked for their generosity over the Easter period.  Fr Eamonn agreed and said that he would mention this on Sunday. 

Date of Next Meeting:- 1st June 2011.
