Minutes of PPC Meeting

2 November 2011

Present:- R. Townley, G. McAllister, B Ure, A McQueenie, G McMillan, B. Lamont, M. McQueen, Fr Eamonn.

Apologies:- M. Condron, M. Hamill

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the previous meeting were read, approved and signed by Gordon McMillan who had agreed to chair the meeting in Michael’s absence.
Matters Arising: Funeral Arrangements – There was one matter arising from the previous meeting. This was discussed with Fr Eamonn following a member of the council being approached by a bereaved relative who had been told that her uncle could not be received into the church on the evening prior to his funeral.  Father said that in recent years, it had become more common to receive the body just prior to Mass on the day of the funeral. This had mainly been due to the lack of Priests.  Bill Ure said he appreciated that Father Eamonn is running the Parish on his own and it is must be difficult for him to meet every request.  However, he raised the pointed that, due to employment restrictions, it was sometimes difficult for people to take time off work to attend funerals unless the deceased was a close family member.  Father accepted this point and said that no-one who requested the body to be received on the evening before the funeral, would be refused, subject to availability.
PPC Box – Correspondence – There was a letter from a Parishioner who asked if it would be possible to revert to separate ceremonies for children receiving First Communion and Confirmation.  Father Eamonn said that it is the policy of the Diocese for both to be held at the same time and this cannot be changed unless the Bishop decides on a new policy
Golden Jubilee:- The Bishop has accepted an invitation to join us in the celebrate of Mass for the Golden Jubilee on Sunday 24th June 2012..
Ann and Frances will be meeting with children of St Mary’s to consider a banner for the Jubilee but need to know what the theme should be, the size and where it will hang in the church.  This will be discussed at a later date.  Mrs Carmichael, Head Teacher of St Mary’s, had also asked Ann, if the parish would like the children to sing at the Jubilee Mass.  It was agreed that this would be most welcome.  
Mary had made enquiries re’ sourcing a Papal Blessing but Fr Eamonn said that it could be ordered from London if a donation of £25 is sent with the order.
Michael has been uploading various Parish Photos  in preparation for the Jubilee and also discussing options for Lunch following the Jubilee Mass with the Manager of the  Brisbane Hotel.
Forward Planning:- A list is up in the back of the church for the House Advent Groups.

Mass for the Deceased:- This will be held at 7pm on Thursday 24th November 2011.
PPC Christmas Dinner – This will go ahead on Thursday 15th December in Lounge at 7 for 7.30pm

AOB – Children of St Mary’s will hold a fund raising concert on Friday 18th November. The children will perform their Nativity play in the church on Sunday 11th December 2011.

Date of Next Meeting:- Wednesday 7th December 2011 at 7pm
