Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 7 September 2011 

Present:- Fr Eamonn, B. Lamont, F. O'Brien, A. McQueenie, R. Townley, S Murdoch, G. McAllister, G. McMillan, B. Ure, M.McQueen

Apologies:- Maureen Hamill 

Previous Meeting:- Minutes of the previous meeting were read, reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

Matters Arising:- No matters arising. 

Ron & Betty Bisset:- Ron and Betty talked to the group about their work over many years on Evangelisation and of their plans to hold a pilot seminar in the Parish in November with a possible further 6 week training programme called 'Teach and Reach'.  Notice of these will be posted on the Church notice board and in the newsletter.  

PPC Box:- There was no correspondence in the PPC Box.  

Golden Jubilee:-  It was agreed that Sunday 24th June 2012 should be the date to celebrate the Parish's Golden Jubilee.  Michael will write to the Bishop and invite him to join our celebration.  As the Church Hall is likely to be still in the construction stage, Michael will approach the owner of the Brisbane House Hotel to discuss the possibility of providing a Buffet lunch after the celebration.  A meeting will be arranged nearer the time with the various Parish groups to discuss their part in the Jubilee.  Photographs/memorabilia is still being sought to mark the occasion.

A member of the Parish of  St Leo the Great, Dumbreck, contacted Michael as they are also about to celebrate their Golden Jubilee next year.  The Council agreed that we should extend an invitation to some representative members of St Leos’s to attend our celebration Mass. 

 It was established that a recording of Mass at Christmas was made and televised by STV back in 1962.  Bill Ure will make enquiries to see if this recording still exists with the hope of showing it to Parishioners at some point in the future. 

Forward Planning:- The Thanksgiving Mass is scheduled to be held on Thursday 8th September for all the Parish Groups. Volunteers were sought for the catering in the Hall afterwards.  Anne McQueenie and Fran O'Brien said that they would be happy to help out. 

Youth Group - Sharon Murdoch gave an update on the Youth Group.  Sharon said she has booked the Clark Memorial Hall as and when our Hall is unavailable due to construction work.  Some 5th year students from Largs Academy, aiming to achieve the Millenium Volunteer Award, have come forward to help at meetings. She said that there are usually around 12 young people who attend the monthly meetings. 

Hall Update: Fr Eamonn said that James Mackie, Quantity Surveyor, has been appointed to Project Manage the new Hall construction.  The plans, when approved, will be put up in the porch of the Church.  Sharon Murdoch asked if there would be sufficient storage space for the Youth Group to store their equipment/games etc.  Fr Eamonn said that storage will be limited and less than at present but that every effort will be made to accommodate this.  

George McDermott: Michael read out a note of thanks from George McDermott for the cheque he received from the Parish.  George will now serve St John’s, Stevenston.  Unfortunatley, due to these commitments, he will be unable to set up the TV/DVD equipment for the First Communion Parents' meetings.  Volunteers for this will be sought in the bulletin.

Week of Directed Prayer:- The week of Directed Prayer held recently in the Parish was a success.  

Introduction of the New Translation:- The New Translation was introduced to Masses at the beginning of September.  Everyone agreed that the new version would take some getting used to and found some of the language used rather unusual. The laminated prayer cards helped greatly. 

Parish Golf Day:-  19 attended the recent Parish Golf outing which was considered a great success.  Special thanks was extended to those who donated prizes. 

A.O.B- The joining dates of Parish Council members was discussed in order to verify and record specific dates when each member joined the Parish Council.  
The meeting finished with a prayer.
 

Date of Next Meeting:-  5th October 2011
